What Kind of Internet Connection? Practice Text

The Telephone Line
Most Internet users connect to the Internet using the telephone network. In the early days of telecommunications, telephone lines were used only for speech.
In recent years, since the rise of the Internet has caused these lines to be used for other purposes as well—such as sending text, images, audio, and video—the bandwidth of these lines has turned out to be too limited. The telephone line is the slowest connection that exists at this moment. 
Bandwidth

This term can best be visualized as a hallway between two rooms. Imagine that a hundred people are standing in one room.
The time it will take for all these people to travel to the other room depends primarily on the width of the hall. The wider the hallway, the faster the stream. People have been searching for years for new techniques to increase bandwidth for the Internet.

ISDN

One of those techniques is ISDN (Integrated Services Digital Network). In the same amount of time, much more information can be sent with ISDN using the same copper wire (up to 64 Kilobits per second). You can also send multiple signals at the same time. In this way, ISDN makes it possible to use the telephone and the Internet at the same time. You do need special equipment for ISDN, such as an ISDN modem and a different kind of telephone subscription.

ADSL

ADSL (Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line) is another technique that makes broadband Internet possible. The connection is now split in two: an upstream channel (for sending information) and a downstream channel (for receiving information). There is more capacity available for receiving information than for sending it, hence the term “asymmetric.” It’s set up this way because most Internet users typically receive more information than they send. Just as with ISDN, you can talk on the telephone and surf the Internet at the same time. ASDL also requires special modifications. ADSL gives the user his own line, as it were. By using two modems, one in your home and the other in the telephone exchange, you never have to worry about your line being too busy. This guarantees you a high speed.

Cable

Fast Internet connections are also possible over the cable television line. The connection over a cable modem does get slower, however, as the number of users on the same line increase. How do you choose a provider?

How Do You Choose a Provider?

It isn’t easy to choose an Internet service provider. There are dozens of Internet service providers that require a paid subscription; others offer their services free of charge. The question is: which providers are good, and which aren’t?

There are various factors that affect quality, such as the speed of the Internet connection, the opportunity to create your own website, and whether you get an e-mail address. For beginning Internet users, however, a good startup package and a good helpdesk that’s easy to reach are most important. The startup package usually consists of an information booklet and a CD-ROM with software that sets up your computer for use with the Internet.

In general, you can expect better service from paid providers than from free ones. Many paid providers offer a free trial subscription. You can find some providers’ startup packages in stores. You can request them by telephone from other providers.

The Internet changes very quickly, and with it, providers’ prices and service. Computer magazines and consumer organizations regularly compare providers in tests. Your friends and colleagues may be other sources of information for you. Ask them about their experiences with their Internet service providers.

Information: 
http://reviews.cnet.com/



http://www.consumersearch.com/www/internet/isp/



http://www.pcmag.com/

