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3. Working with Themes

Once you have WordPress correctly installed and set up, you can begin to build your
website. The default method of building a website in WordPress is to use a theme. A
theme is a ready-made template for a website. It contains all the information about
the layout and formatting. If you use a theme, you will not need to build the website
from scratch.

Usually a theme will already contain some sample text and images. You can easily
replace these items with your own text and images.

There are many elements in a theme that can be changed according to your own
preferences. For example, you can choose different colors and adjust the layout of
the pages. The options may vary according to the theme selected. By using a theme
as a basis, you can build your own website very quickly.

WordPress makes it easy for you to find themes that match the category or type of
website you want to build. By using the search function you can quickly find the
appropriate themes. Then you can easily install a theme and use it for your website.
You can also try out a new theme without too much trouble. In this way, you can
quickly restyle your website and give it a whole new look without having to convert or
transfer the content.

In this chapter you will learn how to:

find a theme;
install a theme;
change a theme;
delete a theme;
set up a theme;
edit the header.

“ Please note:

In this book we will build a sample website called Visual Steps WordPress. You can
follow the steps to build this sample too, or start building your own website right
away. If you decide to build your own website, you need to take into account that the
screenshots in this book may differ from the screens of your own website.
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3.1 Viewing the Default Theme

In order to build your website, you need to log on to WordPress first:
006
IS Open the Internet browser &’
N 5297
I~ Open the login window by WordPress ©

" Log on with WordPress Q:Q 8

You will see the WordPress Dashboard. By default, a basic theme has already been
installed with the installation of the WordPress program. When we were writing this
book, this default theme was called Twenty Fifteen.

Your hosting provider may also provide their own default theme as a basic theme. If
this is the case, the theme will differ from the Twenty Fifteen theme. SiteGround, for
example, the provider used for the examples in this book, uses their own basic
theme.

By At a Glance you can see ¢y
which theme has been
installed:

) @ nttpy/visualstepswordpr.com/wp-admin/ o RN @ Dashboard « Visual Steps W.

@ Visugl Steps W(@ﬂ’ress New

—.shboard

Welcome to WordPress!
We've assembled some links to get you started:

On the Dashboard you can
view the basic WordPress
website:

Get Started Next Steps More Actions

I write your first blog post Manage wic
Customize Your Site
+ Add an About page B Turn comm
@ or, change your theme completely B3 View your site = Learn more

(B Click the name of your
website, for example
Visual Steps WordPress

Appearance
Plugins @ Jetpack Quick Draft

Users Title

Tools
What's on your mind?

Settings

©  SuperCacher or, deactivate Jetpack

Collapse menu

WordPress News
At a Glance

WordPress 4.2 Beta3 March

A 1Post ® 1 Comment

WordPre:
WordPress 4.1.1 running World theme. fev
om/ | Search Engines Discouraged Consider setti

2Beta3
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You will see the WordPress - ol

basic website created with
the default theme:

Howdy, visualstp [l Q. [

This website does not yet
have any images and still
uses default text. In the next
few chapters you will be
replacing these items with
your own text and photos.

» Click e _

3.2 Finding a Theme

*  Recent Posts
es at SiteGround

WordPress Resourc

Recent Comments
Mir WordPress on WordPress Resources at

You can use the default WordPress theme to build your website, if you wish. But
there are lots of other themes you can install from the WordPress website.

© Please note:

It is recommended that you download themes only from the official WordPress
websites, or from websites that WordPress acknowledges. These websites usually
offer professional themes at a fee. If you download themes from other, unknown
websites, you may run the risk of infecting your computer with viruses or spyware.

The WordPress theme finder is very useful, when you are looking for a theme that
goes with your website topic or purpose. With this tool you can enter your
preferences and find the matching themes.

¢ Tip

The right theme for your website

What the right theme for your website is also depends on your taste, among other
things. Because of this, it is difficult to give you objective tips for finding the best
suitable theme.

In the first place, it is wise to determine how much text and photos you want to place
on the website. This can help you decide on a theme that meets the requirements. If
your website contains a lot of photos, it is best to use a theme that has already
reserved space for a lot of photos. For example, a theme with a photo gallery. This
means you will not need to change so many things on your website.

- Continue on the next page -
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If you already have a specific subject for your website, you can use the search
function to look for this subject. You will often find multiple themes that suit your
subject. For instance, a gardening theme.

If you have chosen some specific colors for your website, you can also look for these
colors. If the default theme contains these colors, you will not need to change them
later on. Although some themes offer a possibility of adapting the colors of various
components according to your own taste.

You can also look for other properties of a website. For example, if you know that
you want the layout of the website to span three columns, you can search for this
property. If necessary, you can search for multiple properties at once. This way, you
will limit the number of suitable themes, but you will surely find the themes that best
suit your wishes.

This is how you find a theme:

(P Place the pointer on
Appearance

e{: w‘ @ ntip://visualstepswordpr.com/wp-admin/ L~¢ ” (2 Dashboard « Visual Steps W... ‘ ‘

Visual Steps WordPress C New

Dashboard

Home

(P Click Themes

Updates

Welcome to WordPress!
Jetpack We've assembled some links to get you started:

g

Posts Get Started Next Steps

Media I write your first blog post
Customize Your Site
Pages =+ Add an About page

[>]
G or, change your theme completely B3 View your site =
* Appearance Themes
Plugins (us(on;{;}e Quick Draft
Usel Widgets e
Menus
Tools
Header What's on your mind?
Settings “World" Settings
Editor Connect to WordPress.com
©  SuperCacher [— or, deactivate Jetpack
. . S oEm
The Themes page is opened: @ = . cocwn i 520 cumnvans
@ Visual Steps WordPress New Howdy, Visualstp.
Help
. ® Dashboard Themes @)  AddNew  searchinstalled themes
Here you see which themes _
have been installed in oA, —
Media [ a%
WordPress. These themes 8 e % )
Comments 3

may be different on your own
screen:

The active theme:

Other available themes:

siteground-wp23

siteground-wp63

5 Setings
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You can install multiple themes in WordPress. Next, you can choose the theme you
want to activate. This means that the activated theme will be applied to the website.

To look for another theme: O & o mmsepmonprcomug samnnernesony D + & @ vanage temes viworst. < ||

‘:\‘:\/ # Visual Steps WordPress @1 0 < New
Add New = BeshfEE Themes

@ Jetpack

LA )

'Add New Search installed themes...

B Click

A Posts

97 Megh

¥ comments

e

2 Appearance
Active: World Customize Cohen

Themes

Customize

You will see the themes e o [ImTr ey rr  prr—— -

H a3 @ @ Visual Steps WordPress + New Howdy, Visualstp
search function:
@ Dashboard Add Themes  upload Theme
@ Jetpack
@ reoured  Popuiar  Latest , % Feature Fiter Search themes.

Search box: 2

27 Media

¥ Comments

With the &¥ Feature Filter
button you open the
properties filter: “

FPigorm n
o
R — !
% Plugins 3 E -
& Users — x“h; =

# Tools = .
W= E= = ==
B settings _ _ .| .
& Supercacher Platform Pinnacle Pink Touch 2

© Collapse menu

There are different ways of looking for themes with this search feature. The first
method is by using the categories at the top of the window. You will see themes that
have been featured (highlighted) by the WordPress editors, for example, or the latest

themes.

“ Please note:

You may see a different feature theme or new theme. These themes are refreshed
on a regular basis.
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(P Click Latest

You will see the latest
themes:

Image of a website with the
theme:

You can view additional
details, if you wish:

CB Place the pointer on a
theme —

Q()‘@ http:

@ A Visual Steps WordPress  §8 0

dprcom/wp-admin/thene-nsiall O+ C | E Add Temes «Visual Steps

+ New

@ Dashboard Add Themes Upload Theme

Template: Sticky

o Jetpack

Featured  Pg,

La(e@t@ £ Feature Filter Search

A Posts

93 Medi

B pages

¥ comments -
) =

A Appearance —
Themes o ]
Customize - Markup: HTMIL Tags and
Widgets .
Yo! Manga Dice Nu2
Menus
Header
SoEm
ew’f\j\@ hitp/ visualstepswordpr.com/vp-acimin/heme-instal £ + € | (@ Ada Themes < Visua Steps ‘ ‘ oD

@ @ Visual Steps WordPress B + New Howdy, Visualstp | A

@ Dashboard Add Themes Upload Theme

oatured  popuir

O Jetpack

Latest ¥ Feature Filter Search themes...

A Posts

07 Media

B Pages

¥ Comments.

eeeee

Customize

Widgets

Bubbly Intro Shaped Pixels

“World" Settings

NEWSDESK
Editor

——
K Plugins

. Preview
B Click

Details &
Preview Y

revle{b

& Tools

Settings

& SsuperCacher Newsdesk lite Candour
© Collapse menu

You will see information on
the maker, the version, and
users’ reviews:

If a theme is brand new, there

may not be any reviews yet.

You will also see a preview of

the theme: \

To close the preview:

X

@m |@ hitp/pvisualstepswordpr.com/wp-admin/the
H <

Spicy
By priyanshumittal

re-nstall O ~ & | @ Ada Themes «visual Steps . ‘

Install

Jheme Preview

Home About Parent Page

N |

Your PAerfect '

(A

g . o
Business Solutions G4

-

Version: 0.2.6

A Premium Business thoiaaskemelBports
Prifg Primary sidebar,Four
Widgets area at the footer region etc.

<
)

—

P Click

Your Perfect Ny Grerges

© collapse
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%) please note:
Some previews cannot display an image. These will be displayed once you have
installed the theme.

You can also find a theme by entering keywords. For example, the title or description
of a theme.

By way of exercise, you can search for themes that have to do with shops:

“oEN

In the search box, YO8 v mip i 5
type: shop )

Howdy, Visualstp | A

You will see themes that o
contain the keyword ‘shop’:

The preview of these themes -
can be viewed as well.

»»»»»»»»»

Simply Jigoshop Smartshop Jshop

Furthermore, you can search by using Property filters. By applying one or multiple
filters, you can limit the number of themes that are found, and narrow the search
down to the type of theme you want to find.

You can filter on color, number of columns, and other technical properties, for
example.

@ Tip

Technical properties

The properties you can enter by the £+ Feature Filter category are of a quite
technical nature. They may contain special features or certain settings that can be
adjusted in the theme. For instance, the option of adjusting a menu or the
background color.
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